[Boerhaave's syndrome: also in the emergency room].
Two men, aged 52 and 57 years, had vomited and then developed chest pain, dyspnoea and tachypnoea. After a myocardial infarction had been excluded in the cardiac emergency room, further examination revealed a rupture of the oesophagus. This was treated surgically with the ultimate creation of a tubular stomach. Both patients then recovered well. The Boerhaave's syndrome, a 'spontaneous' perforation of the oesophagus, is a rare and potentially lethal condition which should be diagnosed at an early stage. Pain in the chest, dyspnoea and vomiting are frequent symptoms. A cardiac cause is sometimes erroneously suspected. Subcutaneous emphysema is a major indication for a perforation of the oesophagus. The chest X-ray shows also mediastinal emphysema and infiltrative abnormalities; in case of doubt a second X-ray should be made some hours later.